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 THANK YOU 

 AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 
By Rinban Emeritus Don Castro 

 
     Happy New Year and thank you to each of you for all your encour-

agement and support these past 31 years.  My first official day at Seat-

tle Betsuin was Jan. 1, 1986 and my last official day was December 31, 

2016.  During those years, we have been through a lot together!  Over 

the past few months, as my retirement drew near, I found myself re-

flecting on all the wonderful people and events I have been privileged 

to encounter and witness.  I have tried to share some of them with you 

but I find more and more memories come to mind.  I look forward to 

going back over all the sermons I have saved from 31 years to see 

what I may have forgotten although we are making memories all the 

time.  What is most important is that we have the eternal Dharma to 

inspire and guide us.  However, it is wonderful to see that Dharma 

manifested in the actions of family and friends.  As Shinran Shonin 

wrote, ñMay those who come before lead those who come after, and 

those who come after, may they follow their predecessors;  thus follow-

ing, one after another, until this boundless sea of birth-and-death is 

exhausted.ò 

     I began my BCA ministerial career at the San Francisco Buddhist 

Church in early 1977.  Without thinking about the significance of dates, 

I accepted an invitation to speak back at San Francisco in mid-January 

2017, almost exactly 40 years after I started there ï full circle.  I look 

back at my 29 year old self as a new minister and I wonder, ñWhat was 

I telling people?!ò What a journey each of us goes through as we 

(hopefully) mature in body and spirit.   

     I have been asked what I plan to do in my retirement.  I keep an-

swering, ñI donôt plan to go anywhere.ò  I plan to be here most Sundays 

with the exception that now I can say, ñNo, I wonôt be here this Sun-

day.ò  Since I am not going anywhere, I thought my retirement party 

would be very low key.  I was overwhelmed, gratified and    

                    continued on p. 7 é..       
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ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
We would like to ñthankò the following regular members, for contributing their annual Sustaining Member-
ship dues (the basic dues toward the Temple maintenance/operations).  These are the most recent paid 
members for the fiscal year of 2017. 

Joe & Margaret Gotchy; Gary & Sandee Hamatani; Joseph & Jane Okawa Naemura; Zachary Semke 
& Ann Ishimaru; Mas & Anna Tahara 

*AS A REMINDER: The minimum for basic dues towards the Temple maintenance/operations, is 
$250 for those over 70 years of age and $300 for those under 70 years old.  Payments are due by Sep-
tember 30, 2017, for this fiscal year. If you have any questions about your membership status, con-
tact the Betsuin office: 206-329-0800 or office@seattlebetsuin.com.           (compiled by HL, PS, JN, & SO)                    

The Seattle Betsuin Gratefully Acknowledges the 
Following Donations November - December 2016                                                            
Funeral / Memorial / Nokotsudo: Given by: 

 Linda Quintua ï 25
th
 Year Memorial Service $ 300.00 Gerald Quintua 

 Chiyoko Saito ï Memorial Service  $ 300.00 Glenda & Derrick Adachi 

  $ 200.00 Akira Saito 

 Gerald Nakata ï 7
th
 Year Memorial $ 300.00 Kathy Nakata 

 Florence Tsuchida ï 1
st
 Year Memorial $ 300.00 Estate of Florence Tsuchida 

 William Yoshida ï Funeral Service $ 200.00 Mary Yoshida 

 Setsuko Janet Anthony ï Memorial Service $ 100.00 Sheri & James Moore 

 Brian Fujita ï 1
st
 Year Memorial $ 100.00 Florence Fujita 

 Dorothy Nakagawa ï Funeral Service at Washelli $ 100.00 Mark Nakagawa & Lisa Evans 

 Hiroko Hasegawa ï In Memory of $ 100.00 Kathy Hasegawa 

 Mineko & Ray Okamura ï In Memory of $ 200.00 Trisha Morton 

 Nokotsudo  $ 100.00 Kinue Kuwahara 

 Nokotsudo $ 100.00 Miyoko Tazuma 

 Nokotsudo $ 100.00 Grace Tazuma  

 In Memory of: Given by: 

 Jim Akizuki Miyuki Hanada; David & Ellen Hoy; Kinue Kuwahara; Linda Sakai 

 Setsuko Janet Anthony Anonymous 

 Sayeko Aoyama Tina Koyama & Gregory Mullin 

 Hanako Aramaki Kinue Kuwahara 

 Kameichi Harada Steve & Kathleen Harada; Seiichi & Louise Kasanaki; Keiko Ohtaka 

 Sakako Harada Steve & Kathleen Harada; Seiichi & Louise Kasanaki; Keiko Ohtaka 

 Yoshiye Iwamura Dawson Account (Kevin Yoshimura, Lisa Duff, Harry Yoshimura); Seattle Buddhist 
Church, Gojikai;Mutual Fish Company, Inc.; Laurie Tazuma; Toshio & Dolly Tokunaga; 
Harry Yoshimura 

Donations continued on p. 3... 
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 ...Donations In Memory of continued from p. 2  

 Yayeko Pat Kihara Melissa Kihara 

 John Litz Sue Fujino; Tetsuden & Cecilia (Kanako) Kashima; Kinue Kuwahara; Craig & Joan 
Nakano; Pauline Sakuma; Masaru & Anna Tahara  

 Linda Quintua Ichiro Sakamoto 

 Mineko Sakamoto Alice Tanaka 

 Noboru Taki Harry & Elaine Yoshihara 

 Harry Tatsumi Peggy Tanemura 

 William Yoshida Daisy Kuramoto  

General Donations:   For: 

 Miyoko Kaneta In honor of Tetsuden Kashimaôs retirement from the University of Washington 

 Charlotte Ramsey  General Donation (two gifts) 

 Janet Baba Appreciation for Onenju 

 Roy & Kazumi Shimizu Appreciation for Onenju repair  

 Kenneth & Anna Tamura-Yocum General Donation  

 Wynn & Traci Kiyama General Donation 

 Yasuko Natsuhara General Donation 

 Gordon Habu & Mae Yamasaki Appreciation for Use of Gym 

 Seattle Buddhist Womenôs Assoc. General Donation 

    

 
New Year Greetings from Sala Sensei  
Happy New Year to all our Sangha members and families! May you have a 

joyful and meaningful 2017!  

    I like new yearôs days. I feel very warm in my heart on these days, 

welcoming the new year, despite the cold winter. It is probably because I 

sense the hope people hold for the new year. Greeting each other, ñHappy 

New Year,ò showing beautiful smiles, is wonderful giving (ñdanaò).  

    In the ancient Asian zodiac, 2017 is the year of the Rooster. It is said 

that the Rooster stepped in between Monkey and 

Dog as they kept fighting, thus received the 10th po-

sition of the 12-year cycle, between the two who 

donôt get along. graphics from http://astrologyclub.org/
chinese-horoscope/2017-year-rooster/ 

   What is important between people or relationships are kind words and smiles or peaceful face expres-

sions. It is not easy to truly do this but this year, hopefully, I can try to do at least a little more, trying to 

copy the faces and words of Buddha. This reminds me of our Sangha Gathering time. I was very pleasant-

ly surprised to feel so much closer to you by having the chance to see each of you directly and, 

through shaking hands, to have felt the warmth of each of you.  

   I look very much forward to seeing and talking with you this year.   

                Gassho,  Rev. Sala Sekiya    
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Religious Education Events 

 
 

Eitaikyo Muen Hoyo will be held January 29, 2017 

February Book Study Group The Buddhist Study Group will forego 

their meeting in January.  On Saturday, February 4, we will discuss ñA Two-Headed Bird, 
One Lifeò by Mitsuko Ando. This book is available for purchase from your favorite online 
book retailer. We will meet from 9:30 - Noon in the Memorial Hall Chapel.    Everyone is en-
couraged to stay for brown bag lunch afterward.  There is no cost to attend. - Leonora 

Bodhi Day at Seattle Betsuin 
                           December 4, 2016  

                                                   Photos by Sat Ichikawa 

December 3, 2016             

Mrs. Eidmann, 

pictured in center, 

accompanied 

Rev. Castro to-

Buddhist Book 

Study Group 

while visiting him 

on the  occasion 

of his retirement.  

- IHG 


